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Soohyun Yoon, MSW, LSW
School of Social Work, 1010 W Nevada Street, Urbana, IL 61801
* sy30@aillinois.edu * (217) 419-5518

EDUCATION

University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

Doctor of Philosophy in Social Work Expected May 2026
Dissertation title: The role of public benefit programs in the relationship between economic hardship and child
well-being: A focus on debt related challenges

Committee Chair: Dr. Chi-Fang Wu

Committee Members: Dr. Min Zhan, Dr. Rachel C. Garthe, Dr. Christy L. Lleras

University of Wisconsin-Madison May 2018
Master of Social Work (MSW)
Specialization: Child, Youth, and Family Welfare and Policy Administration

University of Nebraska-Kearney May 2016
Bachelor of Science in Social Work Magna Cum Laude
Hanyang University, Seoul, South Korea Summer 2015
Study abroad

FOCUS AREAS OF RESEARCH AND TEACHING INTEREST

Social Welfare Policy Poverty

Program Evaluation Social Safety Net Programs

Financial Stability Family/Child Well-being

Health Equity Quantitative Methodology
PUBLICATIONS

Peer-Reviewed Journals

Wu, C. F, Yoon, S., Kang, J., & Schneider, W. J. (2024). How Do Public Benefits Affect the Material
Hardship of Underemployed and Unemployed Single Mothers? Lessons From the Great
Recession. Journal of the Society for Social Work and Research, 15(4), 675-700.

Wu, C. F,, Kang, J., Yoon, S. & Anderson, S. G. (2024). When one is not enough: Exploring the
intersection of multiple public benefits and multiple material hardships in low-income single-
mother families. Journal of Family and Economic Issues. 1-15.

Garthe, R. C., Gorman-Smith, D., Kim, S., Yoon, S., Mwima, S., & Cosey-Gay, F. N. (2024). Promotive
Factors Within Neighborhood, Family, and School Contexts for Adolescents Living in an
Urban, High-Burden Community. Youth & Society.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0044118X241282348

Wu, C. F,, Chang, Y. L., Yoon, S., & Musaad, S. (2022). How do low-income single mothers get by when
unemployment strikes: Patterns of multiple program participation after transition from
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employment to unemployment. PloS one, 17(9), €0274799.

Wu, C. F., Anderson, S. G., Chitwanga, A. S., & Yoon, S. (2022). What do we know about access to
public benefits and services among low-income minority families?: A scoping review of the
literature. Journal of Sociology and Social Welfare, 49(1), p.94-124.

Under review

Yoon, S. & Kang, J. (under review). A scoping review of access to safety net programs in the U.S. during
COVID-19 pandemic: Opportunities and challenges. Journal of Public Health Policy.

An, S. & Yoon, S., Yoon, Y., Choi, J., Yun, H.Y., & Cho, H. (under review). Community Violence and
Partner Sexual Violence Victimization among College Students: Exploring Racial/Ethnic
Disparities. Journal of Interpersonal Violence.

In progress

Yoon, S. & Kang, J. (In progress). Income and benefit packaging strategies of low-Income working
families during COVID-19.

Yoon, S. & Schneider, W. J. (In progress). Intergenerational occupational mobility, subjective class
identification, and authoritarian parenting attitudes: Pathways to maltreatment-risk beliefs.

Kang, J., Yoon, S., & Wu, C. (In progress). Healthcare coverage patterns and income instability among
low-income adults.

Yoon, S. (In progress). Building a resilient and equitable social safety net policy imperatives for a post-
pandemic era.

Yoon, S. (In progress). Health insurance continuity, out-of-pocket burden, and child well-being: Evidence
from the Medical Expenditure Panel Survey.

Yoon, S. (In progress). The moderating role of public benefits programs on the relationship between
household debt and child behavioral outcomes.

Yoon, S. (In progress). Financial hardship and child outcomes among low-income families during
COVID-19: Analyzing the effects of pandemic-specific economic strain.

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

Yoon, S. (January 2025). Shielding Vulnerable Families: The Moderating Role of Public Benefits
Programs on the Relationship between Household Debt and Child Behavioral Outcomes. Poster
presentation at the Society for Social Work and Research (SSWR) 29th Annual Conference,
Washington, D.C

Wu, C.F., Kang, J., Yoon, S., & Anderson, S. (January 2025). When One Is Not Enough: Exploring the
Intersection of Multiple Public Benefits and Multiple Material Hardships in Low-Income
Single-Mother Families. Poster presentation at the Society for Social Work and Research
(SSWR) 29th Annual Conference, Washington, D.C

Yoon, S., An, S., Yoon, Y., Choi, J., Yun, H.Y., & Cho, H. (January 2024). Community Violence and
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Sexual Violence Victimization Among U.S. College Students: Exploring Racial/Ethnic
Disparities. Poster presentation at the Society for Social Work and Research (SSWR) 28th
Annual Conference, Washington, D.C

Yoon, S., Kang, J. & Wu, C. F. (January 2024). Income and Benefit Packaging Strategies of Low-Income
Working Families during the COVID-19. Poster presentation at the Society for Social Work and
Research (SSWR) 28th Annual Conference, Washington, D.C

Kang, J. & Yoon, S. (January 2024). A Scoping Review of Access to Safety Net Programs in the U.S.
during COVID-19 Pandemic: Opportunities and Challenges. Poster presentation at the Society
for Social Work and Research (SSWR) 28th Annual Conference, Washington, D.C

Yoon, S. & Wu, C. F. (January 2023). Debt, welfare, and child development among low-income families.
Poster presentation at the Society for Social Work and Research (SSWR) 27th Annual
Conference, Washington, D.C

Wu, C. F,, Yoon, S., Kang, J. (January 2022). How do public benefits affect the material hardship of
under- and unemployed single mothers?: Lessons from the Great Recession.” Poster
presentation at the Society for Social Work and Research (SSWR) 26th Annual Conference,
Washington, D.C.

Wu, C. F.,, Chitwanga, A., Yoon, S., Anderson, S. (January 2021). What do we know about access to
public benefits and services among low-income minority families?: A systematic review of the
literature. Poster presentation at the Society for Social Work and Research (SSWR) 25th Annual
Virtual Conference.

Wu, C. F.,, Chang, Y., Yoon, S., Musaad, S. (January 2020). Sequences of multiple program participation
and associated characteristics among single mothers with employment instability. Peer-
reviewed oral presentation at the Society for Social Work and Research (SSWR) 24th Annual
Conference, Washington, D.C.

RESEARCH GRANT & FUNDING

Institute of Government and Public Affairs 2024 - 2026
Role: Co-Investigator (with Dr. Chi-Fang Wu, PI)

Funder: University of lllinois System

Status: Received $60,000 for FY 2024-2026

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

Research Assistant 2022 — Present
Project: Illinois 1115 Continuity of Care & Administrative Simplification 1115 Waiver

Developed the evaluation plan and performance metrics to assess the waiver’s impact on Medicaid
populations. Collaborated with the Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family Services (HFS), the
Office of Medicaid Innovation (OMI), and the Center for Prevention Research and Development (CPRD)
to design evaluation methodologies and coordinate data-sharing protocols. Contributed to the drafting and
submission of the interim report to CMS.

PI/Supervisor: Dr. Chi-Fang Wu
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Research Assistant 2022 - 2023
Project: Community Violence and Sexual Violence Victimization among U.S. and Canadian College
Students

Co-conceptualized the study and managed data collection, coding, and analysis of a primary dataset to
investigate patterns and predictors of intimate partner violence among college students in the U.S. and
Canada. Assisted with manuscript development through literature integration and comprehensive review.
PI/Supervisor: Dr. Soonok An

Research Assistant 2021 —-2022
Project: Multiple Program Participation Patterns and Multiple Material Hardship among Single-mother
Families

Contributed to the development of the problem statement, literature review, data analysis, and drafting of
policy implications and discussion sections.

PI/Supervisor: Dr. Chi-Fang Wu

Research Assistant 2021 —-2022
Project: Community Violence and Protective Factors

Contributed to the literature review and policy implications, synthesizing prior research to contextualize
findings and recommending actionable strategies.

PI/Supervisor: Dr. Rachel C. Garthe

Research Assistant 2020 — 2021
Project: Moderating Effects of Public Assistance Programs of Experience of Material Hardship Among
Under- and Unemployed Single Mothers

Conducted literature reviews, performed data analyses, and contributed to manuscript preparation for
publication.

PI/Supervisor: Dr. Chi-Fang Wu

Research Assistant 2019 - 2021
Project: Systematic Review of Healthcare Access

Conducted a systematic review of barriers to healthcare access, synthesizing findings from more than 50
studies. Coded and refined study results to identify disparities affecting low-income and marginalized

populations, and co-authored journal articles to inform policy discussions.
PI/Supervisor: Dr. Chi-Fang Wu

Research Assistant 2019 —2020
Project: Patterns of Multiple Program Participation After Transition from Employment to Unemployment
among Single-mother Families.

Analyzed longitudinal data to examine program participation patterns during employment transitions
among single-mother families. Investigated associations between unemployment and program access, and
contributed to manuscript development.

PI/Supervisor: Dr. Chi-Fang Wu

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Adjunct Instructor, Social Work Research Method Fall 2024
Taught SOCW 427, a required undergraduate/graduate course on research methods and statistical
strategies, with 14 enrolled students. Developed the course syllabus for the cohort, delivered in-person
lectures, and led instruction at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign School of Social Work.
Supervisor: Dr. Janet Liechty, Associate Dean
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Teaching Assistant, Social Work Research Method Spring 2023
Assisted with SOCW 427, an undergraduate/graduate course on research methods and statistical
strategies. Managed grading and attendance, and independently led lab sessions and class discussions on
statistical practices.

Supervisor: Dr. Hyun-il Kim

INVITED GUEST LECTURES

SOCW 300A: Diversity: Identities & Issues (BSW class, n=60) Fall 2023
Topic: Asian Americans and Microaggressions in the U.S
Instructor: Anissa S. Chitwanga, MSW, PhD

SOCW 300B: Diversity: Identities & Issues (BSW class, n=60) Fall 2023
Topic: Asian Americans and Microaggressions in the U.S
Instructor: Anissa S. Chitwanga, MSW, PhD

SOCW 300: Diversity: Identities & Issues (Online BSW class, n=13) Fall 2022
Topic: Asian Americans in the U.S
Instructor: Vanessa Parker, MSSW, PhD

SOCW 541: Clinical Social Work Research Seminar (MSW class, n=20) Fall 2021

Topic: Fundamentals of Research and Assessment I: Standardized Instruments
Instructor: Wendy Hsieh, MSW, PhD

SOCIAL WORK-RELATED PROFESSIONAL WORK EXPERIENCE

The H.O.Y.C.E Center, Urbana, IL March 2024 — Current
Grant Research Assistant

Conduct research to identify grant opportunities from government, corporate, and foundation sources to
support organizational priorities. Develop and implement strategies for effective use of grant databases
and research tools. Compile a comprehensive portfolio of potential funding sources and contribute to
grant applications by ensuring compliance with guidelines and deadlines. This role strengthened skills in
grant writing, funding landscape analysis, and organizational capacity-building.

Good Helpers Inc., Anyang, Gyeonggi-do, South Korea June 2018 — July 2019
Program Manager

Designed and managed programs supporting children in poverty and children from multicultural families,
including international initiatives in Nepal, Kenya, Cambodia, and North Korea. Oversaw projects such as
child sponsorships, financial support for school facilities, and food security programs. Collaborated with
partner non-profits to enhance program reach and impact. Conducted research on child care programs in
elementary schools to inform child maltreatment prevention strategies.

Dane County Department of Human Services (DCDHS), Madison, WI Fall 2016 — Spring 2017
Macro Social Work Intern

Supported initiatives to strengthen vulnerable families with young children. Conducted a literature review
of home visitation models for child maltreatment prevention. Participated in action teams at the Northside
Early Childhood Zone (NECZ) to promote family economic stability and improve transportation access
for low-income families.
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Good Helpers Inc., Anyang, Gyeonggi-do, South Korea Summer 2016
Policy Research Intern

Analyzed homelessness support programs and benchmarked them against similar initiatives in South
Korea and Japan to identify best practices and gaps. Developed skills in policy analysis and nonprofit
program evaluation.

Department of Health & Human Services (DHHS), Kearney, NE Spring 2016
Social Work Intern

Conducted family interviews, background checks, and home studies using Nebraska Family On-line
Client User System (N-FOCUS). Assisted with foster care case management and presented a comparative
research project on foster care systems in South Korea and Nebraska in DHHS.

HONORS & AWARDS

PhD Professional Development Funds 2023
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, School of Social Work
Amount: $1,000

PhD Travel Award 2022
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, School of Social Work
Amount: $600

John Poertner PhD Scholarship in Child Welfare 2021
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, School of Social Work
Amount: $4,250

PhD Travel Award 2021
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, School of Social Work
Amount: $600

University Summer Fellowship 2020
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Amount: $2,829

Cynthia Bell PhD Memorial Scholarship 2020
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, School of Social Work
Amount: $1,200

PhD Travel Award 2019
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, School of Social Work
Amount: $600

Graduate Academic Achievement Award 2018
University of Wisconsin-Madison, Graduate College

International Student Scholarship (ISS) 2015 -2016
University of Nebraska-Kearney
Amount: $4,000

International Education Program (IEP) Awards 2013 -2016
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University of Nebraska-Kearney
Amount: $20,000

LICENSURES & CERTIFICATES

Licensed Social Worker in the State of Illinois
I1linois

Licensed Social Worker (1st grade social worker)
South Korea

Certificate in Foundations of Teaching
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Professional Development Certificates
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, School of Social Work

DATA TRANING & ADDITIONAL SKILLS

2025

2024

2024

2020 - 2022

Software: STATA, R, SPSS/AMOS

Certificated Training: Panel Data Analysis, Causal Inference, Agency for Healthcare Research and

Quality (AHRQ) Medicaid Expenditure Panel Survey (MEPS) Data Users’ Workshop

LANGUAGES

Korean: Native language

MEMBERSHIPS

Member, Society for Social Work and Research (SSWR)

Member, Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management (APPAM)

2020 — Present

2024 — Present

Member, Korean Society of Child Welfare 2017 -2019
South Korea

COMMUNITY SERVICE AND LEADERSHIP

Member, Phi Alpha Honor Society (PA) 2015 -2016
University of Nebraska-Kearney, School of Social Work, NE

Volunteer, Goodwill Fall 2015
Kearney, NE, United States

International Student Mentor 2014 - 2015
University of Nebraska-Kearney, NE

Volunteer, Child Development Center 2013 -2014

University of Nebraska-Kearney, NE
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Secretary & Fund Raiser, Korean Students Association at Kearney (KSAK) 2013 -2014
University of Nebraska-Kearney, NE
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